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Documentary Unit Essay

Film Studies 
After viewing one of the documentaries from the already supplied 50 Documentaries to See Before You Die, compose a 5 paragraph essay which analyzes 3 of the topics from the list of “Topics to Consider” on your viewing guide. Each body paragraph should focus on a specific scene from the film and analyze it in relationship to a specific topic. AVOID SUMMARIZING THE FILM!!! Analyze!!! You should also take viewing notes as you watch the film and submit these with your final paper.

Scoring Guide:
Interesting Introduction with focus



1      2      3      4      5
Each Developing Paragraph focuses on one scene

1      2      3      4      5
Analyzes specific elements of Documentary filmmaking
1      2      3      4      5
Thoughtful Conclusion & Evaluation of film


1      2      3      4      5
Mechanics & Format 





1      2      3      4      5

Conventions of Documentary
(commonly used practices used to establish credibility with and create an impact on the viewer)

· Testimonial Interview

· Cite Authority/Reputable Sources

· Loaded Words & Phrases (Narration, esp.)

· Powerful Images (Editing, esp.)

· Background Music

Topics to Consider When Analyzing a Documentary

· Subject: How does the director convince the viewer this subject is important?

· Credibility: How does the director establish credibility/believability with the audience?

· Accuracy: Is the information accurate?

· Purpose: What purpose does the director have in making this documentary? Does this purpose affect the credibility of the director, either negatively or positively?

· Impact: Is the viewer moved emotionally or philosophically by the presentation of the information?
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