Documentary:  An Introduction

Documentary is the filmmaking equivalent of non-fiction.  Documentaries generally aim to expose the viewer to a slice of life that the viewer of which the viewer might not be fully aware.  So the documentary, in this way, also seeks to raise awareness of different issues.

We will view a few documentaries IN class and one out of class on your own.
In Class--
Roger and Me

Grizzly Man


Murderball
Out of Class : You will choose one from the list 50 Documentaries to See Before You Die
Your project for this section will include a written essay on the documentary you view OUTSIDE of class.
Topics to Consider When Analyzing a Documentary

· Subject: How does the director convince the viewer this subject is important?

· Credibility: How does the director establish credibility/believability with the audience?

· Accuracy: Is the information accurate?

· Purpose: What purpose does the director have in making this documentary? Does this purpose affect the credibility of the director, either negatively or positively?

· Impact: Is the viewer moved emotionally or philosophically by the presentation of the information?

MURDERBALL

Murderball is a 2005 American documentary film about quadriplegic athletes with partial arm function who play wheelchair rugby. It centers on the rivalry between the Canadian and U.S. teams leading up to the 2004 Paralympic Games. It was directed by Henry Alex Rubin and Dana Adam Shapiro, and produced by Jeffrey V. Mandel and Shapiro. It was nominated for Best Documentary Feature for the 78th Academy Awards.[1]
