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Film Studies

Critical Writing #1

	Choose any one of Alfred Hitchcock’s films (check IMDB.com, if necessary). Watch the film in its entirety. Choose 3 scenes within this film. In a 5-paragraph critical essay, analyze how this film uses literary, dramatic, and cinematic elements to enhance the film and impact on the viewer. Follow requirements and suggested format CLOSELY!!!




Due Date: 

Friday, March 1
Level Requirements:

Level 2 – for literary element, focus on either THEME, TONE or MOOD
Level 3 – for literary elements, you may focus on THEME, TONE, MOOD, CONFLICT, or CHARACTER.

Level 4 – for literary elements, you may focus on THEME, TONE, CONFLICT, MOOD, CHARACTER, or PLOT STRUCTURE.



*Tip for Scene Selection: Be sure to choose a scene that has substantial material to analyze. You may find yourself with little to say if you can’t find some depth or complexity in the film-making. Also, the scenes you choose for you Developing Paragraphs should be 5-10 minutes in length. Don’t bite off more than you can chew by choosing a scene that is too long, but make sure the scene is long enough to give you material to analyze.

ESSAY FORMAT

Introduction: 

· Include BRIEF summary of film (by brief I mean 1-3 sentences. Think: back-of-the-DVD-case-brief)

· Identify film title, director, & year film was produced (see www.imdb.com if you don’t know)

· Clear MI & DIs (MI should state a big idea; each DI should focus on ONE specific scene) 

(Note: your DIs should be summarized in your intro, not stated as complete sentences. The complete sentence form of you DI appears as the topic sentence of the Developing Paragraph.)


Sample MI #1:

In the film ___(title)______ directed by __(director)____ (year) the literary, dramatic, and cinematic elements work together to create an overall  __(powerful descriptive adjective)__ effect on the viewer.


Sample MI #2:

In the film ___(title)______ directed by __(director)____ (year) the director’s intent, ___(identify intent)____, is developed through the literary, dramatic, and cinematic elements working together

Developing Paragraphs:

Clear Topic Sentence 
 Sample DI #1:


In the scene in which _______ happens, the literary element of ____ and the dramatic element of 

____ work together in order to….

Sample DI #2:


In the scene in which _______ happens, the dramatic element of ____ and the cinematic element of 

____ work together in order to ….

Sample DI #3:


In the scene in which _______ happens, the literary element of ____ and the cinematic element of 

____ work together in order to ….

· A detailed but BRIEF description of the scene in which you describe the 2 specific elements that are the focus of the paragraph (1-2 sentences Maximum)

· An analysis of the effect these two elements produce

· Evidence of having watched the scene CLOSELY and repeatedly

· Avoid summary and mere description

Conclusion

· Re-state and re-summarize DIs

· Reach for Significance: Evaluate the film or the director’s choices, assess the strongest element of the film, evaluate the film-watching experience, comment on how analyzing the pieces of a film help appreciate the work of art as a whole, etc…

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Film Studies Critical Essay Outline

	Main Idea & Complete Identification (Complete Sentence)



	Developing Idea #1 (Complete Sentence)



	Notes analyzing relevant scenes



	Developing Idea #2 (Complete Sentence)



	Notes analyzing relevant scenes



	Developing Idea #3 (Complete Sentence)



	Notes analyzing relevant scenes




 NAME______________________

FILM STUDIES

CRITICAL ESSAY
GRADING RUBRIC

An A Paper

- contains mature observations and interesting ideas

- utilizes background information to provide context for analysis in a masterful way

- reflects a very impressive writing style and voice

- contains very effective MI, DIs, TS, CS, and DQs

- demonstrates skill in full analysis with pertinent details

- is extremely well-organized

- is nearly flawless in grammar, spelling, mechanics, sentence structure, and vocabulary


A B Paper

- contains some observations and interesting ideas

- utilizes adequate background information to provide context for analysis 

- reflects an impressive writing style and voice

- contains thoughtful MI, DIs, TS, CS, and DQs

- demonstrates developing skill in full analysis with pertinent details

- is well-organized

- contains a few errors in grammar, spelling, mechanics, sentence structure, and vocabulary

A C Paper

- contains basic observations and interesting ideas

- utilizes some background information to provide context for analysis 

- reflects a developing writing style and voice

- contains MI, DIs, TS, CS, and DQs

- demonstrates skill in analysis, but may lapse into summary at times

- is somewhat disorganized

- contains errors in grammar, spelling, mechanics, sentence structure, and vocabulary that make it difficult for the reader to understand the essay

A D Paper

- makes no attempt to present unique observations and ideas

- does not utilize background information to provide context for analysis 

- reflects a common writing style and voice

- lacks MI, DIs, TS, CS, and/or DQs

- demonstrates limited skill in analysis and often lapses into summary

- is disorganized

- does not appear to have been proofread at all

[image: image1.wmf]