The Ballad

Definition:

1. A ballad is a NARRATIVE (it tells a story), and it is emotional; however usually the 

content is not personal.

2. Ballads use quatrains as stanzas.  Traditional ballads have a rhyme scheme 

of abab, cdcd, efef… or  abcb, defe, ghih…. 

3.  Often ballads have a refrain or chorus.

3. The meter is often regulated.  Traditional ballads have four beats in the first and 
third lines and three beats in the second and fourth.  But modern ballads vary this, 

yet they still keep a short, regulated rhythm.
4. The subject matter is almost always about lost loves, supernatural phenomena, 

or current events (usually tragic).

6.  Ballads frequently use dialogue, slang, or popular speech to convey meaning.

Models:   
Ballad of Birmingham (Dudley Randall)

 (On the bombing of a church in Birmingham, Alabama, 1963)

“Mother dear, may I go downtown 


The mother smiled to know her child

Instead of out to play.




Was in a sacred place, 

And march the streets of Birmingham

But that smile was the last smile

In a Freedom March today?”



To come upon her face.

“No, baby, no, you may not go,


For when she heard the explosion

For the dogs are fierce and wild, 


Her eyes grew wet and wild.

And clubs and hoses, guns and jails 


She raced through the streets of Birmingham

Aren’t good for a little child.”



Calling for her child.

“But mother, I won’t be alone. 


She clawed through bits of glass and bricks,

Other children will go with me,


Then lifted out a shoe.

And march the streets of Birmingham 

“O, here’s the shoe my baby wore,

To make our country free.”



But, baby, where are you?”

“No, baby, no, you may not go,

For I fear those guns will fire,



We Real Cool  (Gwendolyn Brooks)
but you may go to church instead



We real cool.  We

and sing in the children’s choir.”



Left school.  We












Lurk Late.  We

She has combed and brushed her night-dark hair,

Strike straight.  We


And bathed her rose-petal sweet,





And drawn white gloves on her small brown hands,

Sing sin.  We

And white shoes on her feet.




Thin gin. We









 



Jazz June.  We









Die soon.

