Poem 
The Limerick 
Definition:

1. It is a poem of five lines.

2. The rhyme scheme is aabba.

3. Every line (except the first) has anapest meter (short, short long).
4. Since each beat is made up of three syllables, there are three beats in the first two lines, two beats in the third and fourth lines, and three beats in the fifth line. (3/3/2/2/3).
5. Limericks are humorous or nonsensical in nature.
Models:
There was a young lady from Niger

Who smiled as she road on a tiger.

They returned from the ride

With the lady inside

And a smile on the face of the tiger.

There was a young fellow named Hall

Who fell in the spring in the fall.

‘Twould have been a sad thing

Had he died in the spring,

But he didn’t, he dies in the fall.

A cannibal said to her mate

Who was in a deplorable state

Of discomfort, “My Dear,
Do you think it’s the beer
Or is it just someone you ate?”

A teacher taught students to write.

“Poems are best!” she did claim in her might.

They insisted it stunk

And the project they flunked,

So much said for poetic insight.

Not long after, this very same teacher

Dared to try on her class to teach meter.

In her efforts of grace,

They did her a disgrace,

With a book of bad rhymes they did beat her. 

1. An easy way to get started is to pick a boy’s or girl’s name that has one syllable (like Bill, Tim, Dick, Sue, or Jill). 

There once was a fellow (or young girl) named ____(pick an easy name with one syllable). We’ll pick “Jill.” So the first line is: 

“There once was a young girl named Jill.” 
2. Now make a list of words that rhyme with the last word in the first line—in this case, Jill. Your list of rhyming words might include: hill, drill, pill, skill, bill, will, and ill.
3. Now write the second line using one of the rhyming words. Here’s an example: 

“Who freaked out at the sight of a drill.” 

(Notice that the last words in the first two lines rhyme and that both the first and second lines contain 3 DUMS or beats.)

4. Now think of an interesting story. What could happen to someone scared of a drill? Well, you might have an interesting story if Jill had to go to the dentist. Here’s what might happen in the third and fourth lines. 

“She brushed every day.” 

“So, her dentist would say,” 

(Notice that “day” and “say,” the last words in the third and fourth lines, both rhyme. And notice there are 2 DUMS or beats in each line.)
5. Now you need to go back to the list of “A” rhyming words to find one that can end the poem. Here’s an example: 

“Your teeth are quite perfect. No bill.”

Here’s the poem we just wrote:

There once was a young girl named Jill. 
Who was scared by the sight of a drill. 
She brushed every day 
So her dentist would say, 
“Your teeth are so perfect; no bill.”
Assignment:

Write FIVE different limericks.  Remember they are silly, bordering on being “bad”.  Rhyme scheme and meter are VERY important.  Feel free to use the topics below to get you started, but feel free to use your own topics, too.

School

Bad habits

Home life

Illness

Parenting

Dating

Fears/Phobias

Dreams

Holidays

Personality Quirks

Fashion

Stereotypes

Pets

Rules

Society

HALLOWEEN!!!

