“Roger and Me”
Directed by Michael Moore-- 1989

The big question to ask ourselves:


Do companies have a responsibility to take care of their employees?

We will discuss this topic through the lens of Michael Moore’s credibility as a film maker and the accuracy of his information and presentation.  To accomplish this goal you will need to view the film with a critical eye.

When looking at the scenes ask the following questions:

What is Moore’s bias in this film?  How is that affecting presentation?

What is he leaving out?

What can you determine about the point of view of the people denying him access to Roger Smith?  What might they be thinking about Moore?

What could Moore have done to make his point more appealing?

We will address these issues in a student led discussion the day after we complete viewing of this film.  Your homework in the meantime is to obtain at least one critical review of the film “Roger and Me.” 
Grading

a) You must speak AT LEAST ONCE during the conversation. Speaking once will guarantee you 65%. More credit will be added for insightful remarks, even more credit for multiple insightful remarks. Posing useful and/or thought-provoking questions earns points as well.

b) Do not chat or speak while others are speaking. You will be docked a point for every time you speak out of turn.

c) This discussion will count as a quiz grade.

· If there is a lull in conversation, the last person to talk is responsible for re-stimulating discussion, shifting the topic, or proposing a new direction for the conversation
· See grading chart on reverse side
· As a focus for your comments consider the themes, imagery, and editing/ content of the film as a foundation. Also consult critical film reviews or background research for possible topics to discuss that will address the Big Question.
· As a focus for your comments consider your opinions about the purpose of the film and the research you have that can support that viewpoint.

D = one comment/question, relevant, shows evidence of reading & critical thought, does not distract from the discussion as a whole

C = 2-3 comments/question, relevant, shows evidence of reading and critical thought, does not distract from the discussion as a whole, responds to other classmates’ comments/questions

B = 4-5 comments/question, relevant, shows evidence of reading and critical thought, does not distract from the discussion as a whole, responds to other classmates’ comments/questions, helps the discussion progress or move to higher-level thinking

A = 5+ comments/question, relevant, shows evidence of reading and critical thought, does not distract from the discussion as a whole, responds to other classmates’ comments/questions, helps the discussion progress or move to higher-level thinking, shows willingness to actively listen to others, evidence of original thought

