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~Memerable Quotes: '

"Yaou know what you lock like to me, with your gocd bag and your cheap shoes? You ook like a rube. A well scrubbed,
hustiing rubé with a litile taste. Good nuirition's given you some length of bone, but you're not more than one gensration
from poor white trash, are you, Agent Starling? And that accent you've tried so desperately to shed: pure West Virginia.
What is your father, dear? Is he a coal miner? Does hé stink of the lamp? You know how quickly the boys found you... all
those tedious sticky fumblings in the back seats of cats... while you could only dream of getiing ouit... gettlng anywhere...
getting ali the way {o the FBL” _ -Hann bal Lecter to Clarice Starling

“The significance of the moth is change. Caterplliar into chrygatis or pupa, and from thence into beauty. Our Billy wants to
hange, tDo _ ~Hannibat to Clarice about Buffalo Bill

#

“You don't know what pain isl” -Buffalo BE[E" to Catherine Martin

“Brave Clarice, You will let me know when those lambs stop screaming, won't you?” —Hannibal to Clarice

1) Opening sequence: Demme uses some familiar suspense fi im conventzons in the opening credit sequence but quickly
undermines those conventions as well. Consider g (& ! : 1 opening sequence; Also, the
first shet.of Clarice.depicts her.running-and dimbing. Whs tenitiz 5 2 is:this shot? Finally, right before

Clarice leaves the obstacie courss, there is a shot of rnotlvatlonal” s:gns readmg Hurt”, “Agony” "Pain”, “Love it", If this

appears as a sort of “motto” for the FBI, what sort-of emetional/psychological State does it promoig? In what way are all of
the charactersitt the film:in agony and pain?

2) Objectification: Suspense & horror films oiten depict victims as objects to fulfill some twisted need on the part of the
aggressor. Objecitification (reducing a human being to a mere object/thing to be used for a rnemai purpose) is & recurring
motif in this film as well. Hannibal Lecter objectifies his victims by eating them. Buffalo Bill obj tirns for thelr skin,
Agent Crawford uses Clarice as a means of getling to Lecter. In addition to that, notice"how many times Cidrice i s a@led
‘stared at; or hitonby various: characters (even exiras/non-speaking roles).

3) American lconography: Many film critics have noticed the prevalence of American lconography in Silence of the
Lambs. In many scenes there are flags, red-white-and-blue images, f derai agents and federat buildings. Watch-for-other
réferences to Arverica and Ameticana. What purptse do thess serve inthe film? If suspense and horror
films are about more than just the spooky stufl’, whal.is the-purpose ¢ SHEEs? Which segment of ‘
American society seems to be the focalpoint of much of this film?

4) Transformation: Buiterflies and moths p!ay a role in Buffaio Bill's murders and they ars a recurring matif throughout
the fiim. Fay aftention to the many dram ; id:moeths. What is the

significance of thisrootif to: ttrying to change? ldently
Aher elements of the fitm (di to identities, take on new roles, efc.

ete.) that reinforce this

5) General questions:
»  Towhat extent does this film {it or break the mold of the traditional suspense fim? -

What is the central story In this film? is it more about Lecter and Clarice or Buffale Bill and his victims? if it is more about
Lecter and Clarice, whers does the suspense lie in their plotiine/relationship? if
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