Summer Reading --  Writing Options
Ms. Levy-Sisk
Film Studies – Grade 12
Choose one of the following prompts for your book of choice from the summer reading list.  Your written answer should be a four paragraph essay. (intro paragraph, two developmental paragraphs, concluding paragraph).  This must be typed  and submitted to TURNITIN.COM.  Hard copies are not accepted until it has been graded.
Scoring guide is on the reverse side.
Please address ONE of following prompts

1.  Identify the most memorable anecdote or story from your chosen memoir. Discuss what made this segment entertaining/interesting/funny. Analyze how the content and the written style of this section contributed to its memorable qualities. Refer to specific examples from the book to support your answer.  Note: It is not in your best interest to choose an anecdote from early on in the book.
2. A memoir often provides insight into an author’s cultural background. Explain what your chosen memoir reveals about its author’s culture. Describe the author’s relationship or attitude toward his/her culture as presented in this memoir, and analyze how that relationship is presented to the reader. Refer to specific examples from the book to support your answer.

3.  We know that life experiences generally promote personal growth and make us who we are, and we know that this is true for memoir authors as well.  The difference between us and them is that these authors chose to write their stories and bring them to the public.  What do you think an author gains (emotionally, intellectually, etc.) by sharing his/her personal story with the world? Discuss how the author’s motivations for writing a memoir are visible is his/her work and analyze the relationship between those motivations and the text of the memoir itself.
Alternate Assignment:  If you did not complete any summer reading, you may earn up to half credit for this assignment by writing about something you have read within the last 4 months (book, magazine, newspaper article, etc.).  While you’re not guaranteed a 50, you are guaranteed to start the year with something other than a 0.  If you can, respond to one of the prompts above.  If not, summarize the content, what you learned from reading it, and explain what made it worth reading.  Follow the grading guidelines above.
