Viewing Guide

The Departed (2006)
Directed by Martin Scorsese
Written by William Monahan

Leonardo DiCaprio – Billy Costigan

Matt Damon – Colin Sullivan

Jack Nicholson – Frank Costello

Mark Wahlberg – Sgt. Dignam

Martin Sheen – Captain Queenan

Ray Winstone – Mr. French

Vera Farmiga – Madolyn

Anthony Anderson – Brown

Alec Baldwin – Captain Ellerby

Kevin Corrigan – Cousin Sean

Questions for your note taking – 

1. Make notes of specific cinematic or dramatic elements that tell you this is a Martin Scorsese film:  use of soundtrack, non-linear storytelling, editing, slow motion, freeze frame, etc.

2. Note how this film represents another evolution in the genre of the gangster film.  Think about the progression from The Godfather, to Goodfellas, to this.

3. Make notes of anything literary you see that is similar to the other two gangster films we’ve seen – especially its similarities to Goodfellas.  How are the guys in this film similar to Henry, Jimmy, Tommy and Paulie?

4. Note how the gangsters in this film are very different form those in Goodfellas.  You might be able to account for these differences because of city or background (though you might remember that Henry and Jim were also both Irish).  More to the point, though, can you explain whey this is the movie that would have appeal to an audience in 2006 while Goodfellas had appeal to an audience in 1989?

5. When this film won the Oscar, the Boston Herald reported RESENTMENT among locals for the popularity of this movie.  Why might residents of Boston find a film like this offensive? 

