The Graduate (1967)

Directed by Mike Nichols

“This is Benjamin. He’s a little worried about his future.”
Cast

	Anne Bancroft
	.... 
	Mrs. Robinson

	Dustin Hoffman
	.... 
	Benjamin Braddock

	Katharine Ross
	.... 
	Elaine Robinson

	William Daniels
	.... 
	Mr. Braddock

	Murray Hamilton
	.... 
	Mr. Robinson

	Elizabeth Wilson
	.... 
	Mrs. Braddock

	Buck Henry
	.... 
	Hotel Desk Clerk

	Brian Avery
	.... 
	Carl Smith

	Walter Brooke
	.... 
	Mr. McGuire

	Norman Fell
	.... 
	Mr. McCleery

	Alice Ghostley
	.... 
	Mrs. Singleman

	Marion Lorne
	.... 
	Miss DeWitte

	Eddra Gale
	.... 
	Woman on Bus


1967 Academy Awards

Won -- Best Director Mike Nichols 

Nominated -- Best Actor (Dustin Hoffman)
Best Actress in a Leading Role (Anne Bancroft)
Best Actress in a Supporting Role (Katharine Ross)
Best Cinematography (Robert Surtees) 
Best Adapted Screenplay  (Calder Willingham, Buck Henry)
Best Picture

Benjamin Braddock is a recent college graduate, trying to figure out what to do with the rest of his life.  Despite the pressure to choose a career path, he spends much of his time drifting in his parents’ pool, seeking other kinds of diversions.  This film shows the conflict between the need for independent identity, the need for security, and fear of a future that is uncertain.

While watching and completing your journal reflections consider the following questions:

· Discuss your opinions of Benjamin, Benjamin’s Parents, Mrs. Robinson and Elaine.  With whom do you sympathize and why?  

· Consider similarities and differences between yourselves and Benjamin.

· How do the dramatic and cinematic elements create a mood for this film?  Describe the mood and how it’s created.

· This film was made in 1967.  How does the film reflect the time in which it was made.  Discuss what aspects of the film remain relevant today.  Discuss what aspects of the film are no longer relevant.

